II Chronicles — An Overview
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Solomon began his reign, by going
to the tabernacle to offer 1000
sacrifices on the altar of God and
asking God for wisdom to judge (cl)
Solomon prepares to build (c2)
Solomon builds the temple (c3-4)
Israel dedicates the temple (c5-7)
Solomon’s wealth and fame (c8-9)
Israel divides into two nations: Israel
& Judah (c10, 2Chron about Judah)
Rehoboam’s reign in Judah (c11-12)
Abijah’s reign over Judah, and war
with Israel (c13)

Asa’s reign over Judah (c14-16)

' 10. Jehoshaphat’s reign in Judah, and

12,

harmful alliance with Israel (c17-20)

11. Jehoram’s bad reign in Judah (c21)

Ahaziah’s short bad reign in Judah;
queen Athaliah seizes power (022)

13. Jehoiada the priest overthrows

Athaliah, and Ahaziah’s son Joash
assumes the throne (c23)

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22,
23.

Joash begins well, but then forsakes
God and is assassinated (c24)
Amaziah begins well, but forsakes
God and is assassinated (c25)
Uzziah’s good reign, leprosy (c26)
Jotham’s good reign in Judah (c27)
Ahaz’s bad reign in Judah (c28)
Hezekiah’ good reign, and revival
in Judah (c29-31)

God defends Jerusalem from the
Assyrian army (c32)

Manasseh’s long, wicked reign,
capture, and repentance (c33)
Josiah’s good reign (c34-35)

The wicked reigns of Jehoahaz,
Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and
Zedekiah in Judah.
Nebuchadnezzar holds Judah for 70
years of captivity, until Cyrus the
Persian commands the temple to be
rebuilt in Jerusalem (c36)

Mouch overlap with I and Il Kings




God Offers to Grant Solomon a Gift (I Kings 3 & 2Chron 1)

* Solomon loved God, and yet, because the ark was in a tent in Jerusalem, and the
tabernacle and its furnishings were elsewhere, Israel worshipped in “the high places”.

* Solomon went to worship at the great high place in Gibeon (probably where the
tabernacle and its brazen altar were located) and offered 1000 burnt offerings.

* While he was there, God appeared to Solomon in a
night dream, and asked him to make a request.

* Solomon acknowledged God’s mercy to his father and
him, and said he felt to be a child, and so asked God
for an understanding heart to lead Israel.

* This request pleased God, who granted him wisdom
and understanding, and also added riches and honor.
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Solomon Prepares Great Works (I Kings 4-5 & 2 Chron 2)

God gave Solomon wisdom and largeness of heart.

Solomon reached out to Hiram, king of Tyre, who had been a friend of David’s, and
requested a great quantity of cedar wood for building, especially for the temple.

* Hiram was happy to do this, and commended Solomon for his wisdom.

In exchange, Solomon gave Hiram 20,000 measures of wheat, and 20,000 measures of
pure oil,

* Hiram proposed to cut the timber from
Lebanon, and bring it to the Mediterranean.

* From there, the timber would be conveyed by
sea to a offloading place chosen by Solomon.

* Solomon drafted Israelites to work with the
servants of Hiram. T

* There were 70,000 Israelites to carry material, Nahss
and 80,000 woodcutters, and 3,600 managers.

* Solomon also set stonecutters to preparing
large stones and costly stones.




Solomon Builds the First Temple (I Kings 6-7 & 2Chron 3-4)

* In the 4" year of his reign, Solomon began to build the temple of the Lord , 480 years after
Israel had come out of slavery in Egypt. The temple would take 7 years to build.

* The dimensions of the “house” part of this construction, in cubits, was 60Lx20Wx30H.

* It also had a porch, 20Lx10Wx120H. Stones had been cut so precisely that they fitted
without hammer or chisel on the construction site! The stones were covered (probably
inside) with cedar, with a fir floor. The wood was overlaid with gold.

* Two cherubs carved of olive wood covered with gold stretched across the Holiest of
Holies, and their Wlngs were over the ark of the covenant.

- : * A man, also named Hiram, who was of

4 the city of Dan, whose mother was an

f K/ Israelite of the tribe of Naphtali, and
W), whose father was from Tyre, came to
oversee the metal work for the temple.

Hiram made two giant brass pillars,

with two brass chapiters to top them,

with 400 brass pomegranates.

He made 10 lavers and wheeled bases, 1

molten sea with a base of 12 oxen, pots,

shovels, and basons.

He also made the brass altar, which was

20 cubits by 20 cubits — the same

dimensions as the Holiest of Holies.
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The Dedication of Solomon’s Temple
(I Kings 8-9 & 2Chron 5-7)

* When the temple was complete, Solomon
gathered the leaders of Israel together in the 7t
month, when the Blowing of Trumpets, the Day
of Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles were
kept.

* They brought the ark of the covenant from the
tent in Jerusalem up to the new temple.

* During this, they sacrificed sheep and oxen.

* When the ark was in place, they drew out its
staves, and left the Holiest of Holies.

* Then, the glory of God filed the temple, and the
priests left the temple altogether.

* Solomon knelt on a platform, stretched his hands
to heaven, and prayed that God’s eyes would be : T =
upon the place of the temple, that Israel might P N RN T 7

: > B 5'15."-,.. " i B 2
look toward it, and call upon God, and be heard. 1) A e orcion

* Solomon then stood and blessed Israel, and offered 22,000 oxen, and 120,000 sheep, and
Israel held a 14 day feast.

* God appeared again to Solomon in a dream, and said that he heard his prayer and
granted it, but that Israel must still obey him, or he would chastise them even to the
destruction of the temple itself.
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The Queen of Sheba Visits Israel (I Kings 10 & 2Chron 8-9)

Solomon built a navy, and a house for Pharaoh’s daughter, and had talks with Hiram.
Solomon’s wealth increases, and he established the tasks in the temple as given by David.
The queen of Sheba heard of Solomon, and came to visit, and test him with questions.
She arrived in Jerusalem with a great entourage, and had long discussions with the king.
* Solomon answered all her questions with his great God-given wisdom.

* She marveled at Solomon’s wisdom, and his buildings, and the dignity of his servants.

4 * The queen of Sheba gave Solomon many precious gifts:
120 talents of gold, and many jewels, and rare spices, and
unique almug trees, which Solomon used for pillars in the
temple, and for musical instruments.

King Solomon in return bestowed many treasures upon
the queen, and she returned to her home country.

Israel, and Solomon, grew very wealthy.

His annual intake of gold was 666 talents.

Solomon also greatly gathered horses and chariots.
* Rulers and people from all over the earth came to Israel to
hear the wisdom of Solomon.

85




The Kingdom Divides (I Kings 12 & 2Chron 10-1 1)

Israel gathered in the city of Shechem to make Rehoboam king, and Jeroboam returned.

The people cried unto Rehoboam that he would ease their tax burden, which was high.

Rehoboam asked the people to wait 3 days for him to answer them.

Rehoboam’s older advisors counseled him to hear the people, and reduce taxes.

Rehoboam’s young advisors, who were his own age, told him to get tough and tell the

people that taxes were going to be increased. Rehoboam decided to do this.

* When the people of Israel heard the tough answer from Rehoboam, many decided to rebel
from under his rule, and chose Jeroboam to lead them. Judah stayed with Rehoboam.

* Rehoboam sent his head tax collector, and the people killed him, so Rehoboam fled.

* Rehoboam gathered 180,000 soldiers to
THE DIVIDED KINGDOM ~ °*" reassert his rule, but God sent his
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messenger Shemaiah to tell the king
that this was of God. Rehoboam heard.

* Jeroboam became king of Israel, and
established his rule.
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Mediterranean Sea © JEROBOAM * He decided that it would weaken his
Bethel

reign for his people to worship the true
God, since the temple was in Jerusalem,
so he established the worship of two
golden calves in the cities of Dan and
Bethel. Many moved into Judah, even

people from other tribes.
NEHON * Rehoboam fortified Judah. 85




Early Kings of the Divided Nation
(I Kings 15-17 & 2Chron 10-20 )

ISRAEL, 10 NORTHERN TRIBES JUDAH, THE HOUSE OF DAVID
Jeroboam (22 yrs, good to evil) Rehoboam (17 yrs, evil to good)
20 Abijam (3 yrs, not all that good)

Nadab (2 yrs, evil, slain)
Baasha (24 yrs, evil)

Asa (41 yrs, good, stumbled at the end)

40 < The kings of Israel all did evil in the sight of the Lord.

Elah (2 yrs, evil, slain) Baasha slew Nadab, son of Jereboam. Zimri slew Elah,

son of Baasha.

60 Zimri (7 days, evil, slain)

Omvi (12 yrs, evil) Jehoshaphat (25 yrs, good, with a flaw)

Ahab (22 yrs, evil) € Omri slew Zimri, and the cursed city of Jericho was
80 rebuilt in the days of Omri’s wicked son, Ahab, who

34 married Jezebel.
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100 | Rehoboam and Abijam had wars with Jereboam. Asa was very good, but in his older
days he began to trust in doctors instead of God, and to oppress people. Jehoshaphat

was very good, but he was too willing to support the decisions of Ahab. = -



Rehoboam, Abijah Reign (I Kings 14-15 & 2Chron 12-13)
* At first, King Rehoboam did not follow the Lord very well.

* Shishak, the king of Egypt, invaded Judah.
* Shishak took away the valuable gold shields of Solomon.

* In their place, Rehoboam used brass shields.

* He had the brass shields displayed when he went into the temple, and then had
them put away at other times.

* Jeroboam and Rehoboam fought against each othet, and Rehoboam reigned 17
years, and then died.

* Rehoboam’s son, Abijah, came to the throne and had war against Jereboam.

* In a large battle, Abijah had 400,000 soldiets and Jereboam had 800,000 soldierts.

* Abijah made a speech to all of Israel about how they had forsaken the true
worship of God.

* While he was speaking, Jereboam organized an ambush against Abijah’s men.

* By the time the soldiers of Abijah spotted thee ambush, they were surrounded.
* Seeing their trouble, they called upon God, and the priests sounded trumpets.

* God gave Abijah and the soldiers of Judah a victory, and slew 500,000 soldiers.

* Jereboam never recovered from this defeat. Abijah took cities from south Israel.

* Abijah reigned three years and died, and his son Asa reigned in his place. o



The Reign of Asa (I Kings 15-16 & 2 Chron 14-16)

* Asa did that which was right in God’s sight, opposing idolatry, and he reigned
41 yeatrs.

* In his years of peace, he strengthened Judah, and fortified its cities.
* Then Zerah, king of Ethiopia, came against Asa with one million soldiers.
* Asa cried to the Lord, and God gave him a glorious victory, and he won spoil.

* Asa listened to the prophet of God, and continued purging the land of idols,
even removing his own mother as queen, because she was an idol worshipper.

* Many people from the other tribes of Israel came into Judah.
* The people promised to serve the true God, and en]oyed a long perlod of peace.

* In the 36™ year of Asa’s reign, Baasha king of
Israel came to attack Judah.

* Asa took treasure out of the temple, and paid the
king of Syria to attack Israel.

* The Lord sent a prophet to rebuke Asa for not
trusting God, and Asa imprisoned him, and then
oppressed other people.

* In the last two years of his reign, Asa was
diseased in his feet, and trusted doctors instead
of God. Asa died, and his son Jehoshaphat
reigned after him.




Jehoshaphat Reigns (I Kings chap 22, II Chron 17- 18)

* Jehoshaphat began to reign, and served God.

* He took away places of false worship, and ordered
the word of God to be taught throughout Judah.

* The economy prospered during this time.

* Jehoshaphat built fortifications, and assembled a
fighting force of 1.16M soldiers.

* Jehoshaphat, the good king of Judah, came to
visit Ahab,

* Ahab requested help from ]udah to attack Syria
and take Ramoth-Gilead, and Jehoshaphat agreed.

* Many false prophets foretold Ahab’s success, but
Jehoshaphat asked for a prophet of the Lord.

* They called Micaiah, and told him to prophesy good. He did so, sarcastically at first, but
the king told him to speak the word of the Lord, and Micaiah told him he would lose and
die, and that all the other prophets were lying.

* Micaiah was struck in the face, and sent to prison, and the kings went to battle.

* Ahab disguised himself, but asked Jehoshaphat to enter battle wearing his royal robes.

* At first, the Syrians came after Jehoshaphat, who called upon God, and they turned away.

* A soldier drew a bow just to try to hit someone, and it hit the disguised Ahab.

* Ahab stayed alive and up in his chariot until sundown, and then died.
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Jehoshaphat Later Years (II Chronicles 19-20)

* The seer, Jehu, son of Hanani, came and rebuked Jehoshaphat for helping ungodly Ahab.

* Jehoshaphat continued to serve the Lord in other ways, and set just judges throughout the
land of Judah to advocate for what was right.

* Multiple nations combined to attack Judah, so Jehoshaphat proclaimed a fast, and set
himself to seek the Lord. The nation joined together, and the king led them in prayer.

* The Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel, who told them that they should go down to the
battle the next day, but they would not need to fight, for God would give them the victory.

* He told them, “stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you”.

* They bowed their heads and worshipped, and decided to go to the battle praising.

- "‘ * They praised God, and he set an ambush
5 -~ against the enemy, and the different
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PSSRy fought to destroy each other.
~__ . * The people of Judah had to collect spoil
=71\ for a few days, there was so much

treasure left.

* They returned home, and thanked God.

* Jehoshaphat’s navy was broken, for he
joined with Ahab’s wicked son Ahaziah.

* Jehoshaphat had begun to reign when he
was 35, and reigned 25 years.

et vAm
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Jehoram’ Reign (II Kings chap 8, II Chronicles chap 21)

* In Judah, Jehoshaphat died, and his son Joram (or Jehoram) reigned, who had married

Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab. He was evil.
* Joram slew his brothers, and reigned 8 years. Although he won some military victories,
Judah lost control of Edom and Libnah. Elijah the prophet wrote him a letter of warning.
* Joram died when his bowels fell out after 2 years of illness, and his evil son Ahaziah
reigned two years. Ahaziah travelled to Israel to visit his wounded cousin, king of Israel.



Ahaziah’s Reign (II Kings chap 9, II Chron chap 22)

* Jehu then rode swiftly to Jezreel, where Joram, king of Israel, was recovering from wounds,
and Ahaziah, king of Judah, was visiting him. Joram sent two messengers to intercept.

* Joram fled, and Jehu shot him in his chariot.

) .. ./ * Ahaziah fled, and Jehu’s men caught up with him,
f #’, and he died in Megiddo (Armagedon).
2=z * Ahaziah reigned 1 year.

L
\
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Judah
Athaliah on the Throne (II Kings chap 11, II Chron 22-23)

* Athaliah was Ahab’s daughter, and the widow of Joram, king of Judah, and mother of
Ahaziah, who had been slain by Jehu while visiting the other Joram in Israel.

* She had all of the royal seed (perhaps her own grandchildren!) put to death so she herself
could rule on the throne in Jerusalem.

* Jehosheba, the sister of Ahaziah, wife of Jehoiada the high priest, stole away one little
baby named Joash, who was her nephew (Ahaziah’s son) - she and her husband hid him.

* They continued hiding Joash until he was seven years old.

* Jehoida called together the leaders of the military, and shewed young Joash to them.

* Jehoida told them to be in key
positions in the temple to anoint
the lad, who was of the house of
David, and gave them weapons of
David from the temple.

* They anointed Joash, and cried
“God save the king”.

* Athaliah walked in on this and

' cried “Treason”!

" | * Jehoida commanded for her to be

| taken and put to death, and then

. the land rejoiced and had peace.
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King Jehoash, or Joash (II Kings chap 12 I1 Chron 24)

* Jehoash (also called Joash) began to reign over Judah
when he was only 7 years old, and did what was right all
the days that the high priest Jehoiada, who saved his life,
lived. But the people still did not worship in the temple.

* Jehoash commanded that all the money that came to the
priests should be used to repair the temple.

* After 23 years, the temple was still not repaired!

* Jehoash was not happy, and instructed the priests not to
receive any more money, but turn it over for repairs.

* The priests agreed to take no more money, but not to do
the repairs.

* Jehoiada bored a hole in the lid of a collection chest and
put it by the altar at the entrance to the temple, and when l;“ ,
the chest was full, he emptied it and set it out again. . "

* When they collected much, they gave the money to faithful workmen who did the repair.

* In IT Chronicles, the scriptures tell how Jehoash forsook the Lord after Jehoiada’s death.

* Jehoiada’s son Zechariah, a prophet, faithfully rebuked the king, and was murdered.

* He bought off Hazael, king of Syria, to avoid war.

* Jehoash’s servants made a conspiracy against him, and killed him. In IT Chronicles, the
scripture state that Jehoash had reigned 40 years. In the last 2 years of his reign, the
king of Israel was also named Joash (or Jehoash).

* Jehoash’s son, Amaziah, reigned over Judah in his father’s stead.
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Battle, Israel vs. Judah (II Kings chap 14, II Chron 25)

* Amaziah was 25 when he succeeded his father Jehoash; Like him, he started off doing
right, but then forsook the Lord. He slew those who killed his father, but not their kids.

* He won a great victory against the Edomites. In II Chronicles, the scriptures say that he
obeyed God, dismissing ungodly mercenaries of north Israel, who then went away mad.

* After obeying God in shewing mercy and dismissing mercenaries and winning a victory,
IT Chronicles states that he set up gods from Edom, and began to worship them!

* Having won this victory, he challenged king Joash of
Israel, who warned him against starting watr.

* Amaziah ignored the warning and started the battle.
He lost, and was taken captive by Joash.

* Joash brought him to Jerusalem and broke down part
of the walls of the city.

* Amaziah outlived Joash by 15 years, and continued to
reign over Judah (29 years in all). But a conspiracy
arose against him, and he fled Jerusalem and went to
Lachish, but the conspirators followed him and slew
him there.

* The people took his son, Azariah (or Uzziah), and
made him king at 16 years old. He reigned 52 years.

THE KINGDOMS CVoes

OF ISRAEL  poim
AND JUDAH

Eidon D ammscus

PHOERMICIA
Tyre
Dan ARAM
Mediterranean Fedesh (SYRIA)
Sea Acco Hazor
Sean of xallles
Azhtaroth
Megiddo Edrei
Taa:[:];?.;:.m Beth_ghanR_amnth-gilead
Tirzah Jabesh -gileads

Sarnaria Mahanzita?

Shechem* ISRAEL

Shijoh
Topp= pophek Eabbah (Arren)

Cidser Jericho A RARON
Aszhdod i sitalon Jerusalem *® Heshbot
Ashkelon Sath - Berhlehem Medeba

Gazalviareghah Betiod
haTaT,

Faphizg JUDAH
Beersheba” ROAB
Dead Sea Eir-harezeth

Dribon

PHILISTIA

Redion Bozrah
periodically

contested I:n':.r:E']:":n"'I [u}

Edom e

and Judah o S0 lern.

40 mi.



Israel Declines, Judah Holds On (II Kings 15, IT Chron 26-27)

* Although Azariah (Uzziah) was a good strong king,
reigning from 16 to 68 years old, he attempted to act
as a priest, and the Lord struck him with leprosy.

* For the last years of his reign, his son Jotham did
the public role of king so he could live in
quarantine.

* Meanwhile, Azariah died; Jotham succeeded his father as king of Judah, and did right.
* Jotham was 25 when he began to reign, and reigned 16 years.
* When he died, his son Ahaz reigned over the nation of Judah. 85



Judah Weakened; Israel Fallen (II Kings 16-17, II Chron 28)

* Ahaz was 20 when he first reigned in Judah, and
reigned 16 years, and did evil by idolatry and child
sacrifice.

* He was afraid of Israel and Syria, and paid Assyria.

* He set up a false Syrian altar, to use with the true altar.

* He died, and his son Hezekiah reigned after him.
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Hezekiah and the Revival of Judah (II Kings 18-19, II Chron 29-32)

* The nation of Judah was very weak because of the idolatry of Ahaz.

* Hezekiah his son came to the throne at 25, and reigned 29 years, and did that which was
right in God’s sight. II Chronicles chapters 29-31 describes a great spiritual revival.

* Hezekiah trusted in the Lord God, and worshipped him. He even destroyed Moses’
brazen serpent, because people had begun to worship it! He called it a piece of brass.

* In Hezekiah’s 6™ year, Israel fell. In Hezekiah’s 14" year, Assyrian king Sennacherib
marched in Judah, took cities, and besieged Jerusalem.

* Rabshakeh, envoy of Sennacherib, came to Jerusalem to tell them to surrender, saying
they could not look for help from Egypt, or from any god.

* Hezekiah sent word to the prophet Isaiah to pray, and Isaiah received a message of
comfort from God.

* Rabshakeh was called away, and sent a very threatening letter to Hezekiah, who spread
the letter before the Lord.

* Again, God comforted Hezekiah, and sent an angel who destroyed 185,000 Assyrian
soldiers camped about the city.

* Sennacherib retreated to Assyria, where he was murdered by two of his sons.




Hezekiah Healed, But Stumbles (II Kings 20, I Chron 32:24-33)

*Hezekiah, in his 14" year of rule, became
very sick, and God sent Isaiah to him to
tell him to get ready to die.

*Hezekiah wept, and prayed that God
would spare him from death. God heard
his cry, and gave him 15 more years, and
told Isaiah to lay a lump of figs on
Hezekiah’s boil.

*God caused the sundial shadow to go
backward 10 degrees as a sign of his
answetr.

*Berodach-baladan, the king of Babylon,
sent messengers to Jerusalem to
congratulate him on his healing.

*Hezekiah showed them all his treasures.

*When Isaiah asked him what they had seen, Hezekiah told him they had seen
everything.

*Isaiah told him all these treasures would be carried to Babylon, and that
Hezekiah’s descendants would be eunuchs in the court of Babylon. Hezekiah
was glad to hear that there would be peace in his years.

*Hezekiah ruled 15 more years, and then died in peace. His son Manasseh came
to the throne to reign in his place. &




Manasseh and Amon (II Kings 21, IT Chron 33)

* Manasseh began to reign at 12 years old, and
did evil.

* He reigned for 55 years, and rebuilt sites for the
worship of false gods, and set an idol, and altars
for the worship of false gods even in the temple
itself.

* He sacrificed his own child, and practiced
witchcraft, and he shed much innocent blood.

* The nation followed Manasseh into idolatry.

* For this evil, God determined to destroy
Jerusalem, and send the people into captivity.

* The book of II Chronicles tells us that the king
of Assyria captured Manasseh, and held him
prisoner in Babylon. When he was there, he
repented, and made it back to Jerusalem, where
he began to tear down the idols, strengthen the
nation of Judah, and repair the temple.

* Manasseh died at the age of 67, and his son,
Amon, began to reign at the age of 22.

* Amon, like his father Manasseh, did that which
was very evil in God’s sight.

* He reigned 2 years, and his servants slew him.




Tender-hearted King Josiah (II Kings 22, II Chron 34)

* After the murder of Amon, the people of the
land made his son Josiah king at 8 years old.

*Josiah was a good king, and did that which
was right in the sight of the Lord.

*When Josiah was 26, he began a serious work
of cleaning and repairing the house of the
Lord, and the workers labored faithfully.

* While doing this work, they came across a
copy of the scriptures, which they brought to
the king and read.

*When the scriptures were read unto Josiah, he
tore his clothes in grief, because he realized
that the nation had not been correctly
following the Lord their God.

*He sent messenger to a prophetess of God
named Huldah, who sent back word that God
would indeed judge Jerusalem and Judah for
their many transgressions against his precepts.

*She also said that, because Josiah’s heart was
tender and humble before God, there would be
peace during the reign of Josiah, which lasted
31 years. 85




Josiah and the Last Kings (II Kings 23-24, II Chron 35-36)
1) Josiah

2) Jehoahaz | | 3) Jehoiakim 5) Zedekiah

)
4) Jehoiachin

* Josiah tore down idols and their system of worship in Jerusalem and surrounding areas.

* In Bethel, he tore down the altar of the golden calf, and fulfilled the prophecy of I Kings
chapter 13, burning the priests’ bones, but sparing the bones of the man of God.

* Josiah kept a blessed passover with the nation of Judah. He then decided to fight against
Pharaoh-necho, and was mortally wounded at Megiddo.

* His son Jehoahaz took the throne at 23, but did evil. He reigned only 3 months, and was
captured by Pharaoh-necho, who took him to Egypt to die, and put his brother Eliakim
on the throne in his place after taking much tribute, and changed his name to Jehoiakim.

* Jehoiakim began to reign at 25, and reigned 11 years, but he did evil also.
Nebuchadnezzar came against him, and took him and some of the people captive (like
Daniel) to Babylon, and put his son Jehoiachin on the throne at 8 years old.

* Jehoiachim reigned a little over 3 months, and did that which was evil. Nebuchadnezzar
surrounded Jerusalem, and Jehoiachin and his family surrendered and were taken to
Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar put his uncle Mattaniah on the throne, and changed his
name to Zedekiah.



The Fall of Jerusalem (II Kings 25, II Chron 36)

* Zedekiah reigned 11 years,
and did evil before God.

* The Chaldean army came
again in the 9" year of his
reign, and held Jerusalem
in siege until it fell in the

o 117 year.

4581 « The Chaldeans slew

vt %o Zedekiah’s sons before his

eyes, then blinded him,

and took him to prison in

Babylon.

. The Chaldeans destroyed the wall of Jerusalem and the temple, and took very many
of the people into captivity. They left an Israelite named Gedaliah to serve as their
governot, but some of the Israelites slew him.

* In fear, many of the people of Judah fled to Egypt, which was vain, for
Nebuchadnezzar also conquered Egypt. Years later, a remnant returned.

* The precious vessels of the temple were taken as spoil to Babylon.

* After 37 years of captivity, Evil-Merodach, king of the Chaldeans after
Nebuchadnezzar, showed mercy to the former young king Jehoiachin, and gave him
better clothes and food at the king’s table, and gave him a daily allowance.

* After 70 years of captivity, Cyrus the Persian conquered Babylon, and bade the ]ews
who were willing to go home and rebuild the temple.
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